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Ministry- Tihar Jail
Tihar Central jail in New Delhi is the biggest tight security prison in Asia
with a population of 16,000 prisoners. From 1994 onwards Adoration Sisters of
Kothamangalam Province is doing this ministry in Tihar Jail. Sr. Placid and Sr.
Archangel were the first catholic nuns to enter Tihar Jail for teaching and counselling the prisoners inside.
Prison Ministry India is a national volentary organisation working for the
release, reformation, renewal and rehabilitation of prisoners, their families and
victims families. We take 5000 volunteers servicing 1500 prisons in India with
having coordinators in all the station of the country and they commit themselves
to bring back the hopless and helpless section of the society to the main stream
of national life. The ministry is based upon the words of the Jesus Christ “I was in
prison and you visited me”(Mt.25:36).
In Tihar Jail we have 15 volunteers doing service. Some of the prisoners
have no visiting by families or friends for days, months and even years and they
are without having the most necessary things in life. They remain with their inner
sorrow and anxities and some of them plunge into depression too. When the
volunteers lend a listening ear to them and enter into their sorrow with a consoling wordsof hope and mercy of God, we actualize the words of Jesus I was in
prison and you visited me. Then the words of jesus will echo in our years:when
you did it to me. This is the thrusting force of our mission- the same mission of
Jesus too. “...he has chosen me to loving good news to the poor. He has sent me
to proclaim freedom to the captives...” (LK.4/18). When he entrust us with their
mission we aim at a total freedom of the prisoners- physical, mental and spiritual
deliverance. Every day to spend time with these brothers and sisters who are
lost, the lease and the last of the society, we get the strength and inspiration from
the eucharistic Jesus himself. With this inspiration when we reach out to them,
we become a blessing for them. This we experience everyday when we go to
jail. when they feel better loneliness, the best gift we can give to them is our
presence and we try to do this mission faithfully and mercifully. Therefore what
we do inside is not service but a mission of presence and of love.
When we conduct periodical cultural programmes, monthly prayer services and weekly Bible classes, they empower themselves with trust and hope in
God build up their self esteem and confidence too. And this will enable them to
lock at the dark future wit hope.
Therefore, our Jail Ministry is a struggle with them not a mere service. We
do not wait for people to come, we search out to see the disfigured face of the
crucified Jesus. In any field we work there will be people to support, to appreciate. But in Jail Ministry nothing of that sort. Many times, we will be alone, only
criticisms we get even from our companions. Still with deep faith we give what
we are, not merely what we have what we get out of all these troubles and struggles is inner Joy with the Lord- He deep peace and Blessings!
NB. Declaration of our Pope Francis’ Year of Mercy compels us to be instrumental to release at
least 100 prisoners from each jail in India (ie. 1.5 lakh prisoners inIndia) with our efforts.

